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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU HOLDS COMMENCEMENT
CHARLESTON, IL.--In his charge to the nearly 550 graduates
participating in Eastern Illinois University's Fall Commencement
Ceremony Sunday (Dec. 9),
Eastern President Stan Rives reflected on the words of
Abraham Lincoln: "The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to
the stormy future."
Rives described the "quiet past" as the four or so years the
graduates have spent earning their degrees and the "stormy
future" as their entry into a world quite different than when
they began their quest for a college degree.
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He said, "As little as four years ago who could have dreamed
that all of eastern Europe would renounce communism and move so
quickly to establish free market economic democracies or that the
soviet Union itself would reject at least economic communism and
move in concert with the United states toward disarmament.
Rives paused a moment and asked the audience to join him in
recognizing those Eastern students and staff along with all other
Americans who have been called to service in the Arabian desert
to defend freedom in that part of the world.
"They know as well as we that a threat to freedom anywhere
is a threat to freedom everywhere.

They have all our hopes and

prayers for a safe return," he said.
He noted that since 1895 Eastern has produced broadly
educated, responsible citizens prepared to serve and to lead in
our free society, one of them being the Governor Elect of Illinois.

"We wish Jim Edgar well as he continues to serve and now

will lead the people of the Land of Lincoln for at least the next
four years."
During the ceremony, the internationally honored and celebrated poet Gwendolyn Brooks of Chicago and the accomplished
singer, actor and educator William Warfield of Champaign received
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees.
Brooks, who currently teaches at Chicago state University,
is a Pulitzer Prize winner, Poet Laureate of Illinois, and served
as Consultant-in-Poetry at the Library of Congress during 198586.
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Warfield, Eastern's Visiting Professor for Cultural Diversity, has had an exemplary career in the field of music, having appeared in the motion picture Showboat, on Broadway in Regina, and
as Porgy in the European production of Porgy and Bess.
A 1984 Grammy Award winner, he was recently selected as a
Lincoln Academy Laureate for the State of Illinois in the category of Arts and Performing Arts.
Also bringing greetings to the graduates were Board of
Governors of state Colleges and Universities Representative James
Garner of Macomb, EIU Alumni Association President Barbara
Haberer of Charleston, and Eastern Student Body President Dan
Riordan of Country Club Hills.
Wayne Coleman, technology professor in the College of
Applied Sciences since 1957, served as faculty marshal.
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